From 'F rench Canada

(Left) There is only one plant in
MNorth America where cannon arc
made from serap Lo finished gun in
the one place—tha t’s at Sorel, .0

(Below) The latest in ficld picces is
this Britizh 25-pounder equipment
madein the heart of French Canada
at Sorel, P.0.

A Great Day in So.r'eﬁ

By B.T.R.

QBEL, Que:’ The moment on|Mical, one would add that, of|yy,, Bridge and Irom, was sen

ners of HE™2nd Heavy Anti-
Aircraft Battery rolled up the big
Union Jack and uncovered Can-
ada's first 25-pounder field piece
before a crowd of 5,000 persons,
marked the biggest day in the
history of thizs disiriect since
Samuel de Champlain paddled in-
quiringly up the river that runs
into the 3f. Lawrence at this point
and digcovered the inland water
|gystem that leads to Lake' Cham-
|plain and ullimately on to the
iﬂudsrm River and  Manhattan.

Champlain called the river by the
name of Richelieu. This was one
of the best public showings of
progress In armaments manufac-
ture that this observer has seen.

Making
125-Pounders
{

| The story of the Sorel arma-
sments industry includes several
limportant items besides the 25-
pounders. As Edouard Simard,
one of the owners of Sorel In-
dustries, Lid., and a leading
French - Canadian industrialist,
|=aid, Sorel hag a five-column reply
to’ charges of fifth columning in
Guebec. Sorel makes 25-pound-
ers, naval guns, corvettes, minu-l-
sweepers, and 10,000-ton cargd
ships to carry the other items tao
Britain. But the 25-pounder is
the star production item, and

Sorel Industries is the only gun
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| In most armaments industries,
forging the gun barrels and mak-
ing the mountings, fo name two
important items, are reparded as!
separate processes. But in Srﬁg:e]
these are done in the s=ame p‘lghi.
Make no mistake, Canada has not
got itz 25-pounders as quickly as
industrial leaders thought we
would, and the job has taken
'months longer than expected. But
ithe whole complicated m.'l.nut:tc~|
luring process is now well estab-
lighed.

The Simards
nd the French '

In Sorel the big name iz Simard,
aned the Simard Freres wvirtually
own the town., Before the war
hey started looking into the pros-
t:w_-t:: af establishing a Britizh gun
plant here. But the Brifish were
not inelined to release designs and
blueprintz for field guns, so the
[Simards opened negotiations with
'the big French armaments makers,
| Sehineider-Creusot, and landed a
plant for making French T75-
millimeter field guns. They started
to build the plant the month be-
fore the war began, and obtained
technical experts from France.

The collapse of France brought
corious interruption, and the whole
project was switched over to the
new British  26-pounders. : The
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Dominion Day, when gun-|/CoUrse, the rubber tires and a few down as manager, and then early

specialties like sights are made!inis year, Chrysler Corporation of

Canada undertook to loan the gov-
ernment plant management cx-
poriz and technicians {o put the
project’ over. p

At the dedication of the first
gun, six field pieces were brought
out for firing and demonstration.
But wisitors could see throughont
the plant plenty of evidence that
many moie #Funs are on the way
and the stage of contfinuous pro-
duction, if not actually reached,
is not far away. Guns in all
stages of produclion were scen in
the plant. The first six are going
right away 1{o Canada’s training
camps, and subsequent guns will
he delivered overieas.

The war has made Sorel into
one of Canada’s most lively boom
towns The Bew sun factory is a
modern, conerele-and-steel series
of buildings of the kind that typify
the emergence of a new industyial
power in this country.

It iz almost entirely a Frenche-
Canadian project, and many of the
workers can haordly more than
speak a smatlering of English.
The French lanpuage as it s
spolken in Gucboc contains many-
anglicisms 1o describe mechanical
details, but in the Sovel plant, for
the first fime, the mechanics are
using the oviginal French fu:l'm_s.
Thus in Guebee, a5 elsewhere In,
!Canada, a monkey wrench is a
monkey wrench and no one wnfltd




